
National Trig-Star Committee  
Selects Winners of the 2026 National Trig-Star  

and Teaching Excellence Awards 
 

 
 
The National Society of Professional Surveyors (NSPS) is pleased to announce the recipients of the 2026 
Richard E. Lomax National Trig-Star Awards.  The Trig-Star Board met on June 12, 2026, to determine the top 
three high school students from the national examinations submitted by state winners.  This year there were 
29 state winners submitted. 
 

The Richard E. Lomax National Trig-Star Awards are as follows: 
 
      
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

       The Richard E. Lomax National Teaching Excellence Awards are as follows: 
 

State Winners in Order of Finish:

1  R o h i t  T h o m a s ,  C O  
2  J a c o b  B r a a c h ,  M T  
3  L e e o z  N e b a t ,  N V  
4  W i l l i a m  D a v i s ,  I A  
5  C h o l e  E l l i o t t ,  C A  
6  L u k e  J o h n s o n ,  S C  
7  S h o u r y a  G o y a l ,  S D  
8  C o l t e n  S e d e r s t r o m ,  I N  
9  T a t e  B o g d a n c h i k ,  A L  
1 0  B e n j a m i n  H a r r i s ,  K S  

1 1  Z h i y i  N i ,  W I  
1 2  H a r i  M a i y y a ,  F L  
1 3  C o l i n  C o w a r t ,  O R  
1 4  S e a n  L u ,  C T  
1 5  A r y a n  P u n j a b i ,  M I  
1 6  R h e t t  T h o m a s ,  U T  
1 7  C h a s e  E b e r h a r d t ,  N H  
1 8  H a n n a  J a m e s ,  M N  
1 9  N i s c h a l  S i a  T a n g u d u ,  I L  
2 0  B e n j a m i n  B u s s e r t ,  N C  

2 1  J i n b a o  Z h e n ,  A K  
2 2  S i m o n e  M o n t i ,  G A  
2 3  S a m  H a u b n e r ,  K Y  
2 4  L o g a n  F e n i c l e ,  O H  
2 5  J o s i e  C o x ,  I D  
2 6  P h i l i p  K a z a n t s e v ,  N J  
2 7  T h o m a s  M a n n i o n ,  M E  
2 8  D e r e k  K a c z y n s k i ,  N D  
2 9  C o r b y n  G u s e ,  W Y  

 
There were 141 schools  and over  2000 part ic ipants  in  the local  competit ion. 

For  more information about becoming a  Surveyor vis it  beasurveyor.com 

Carly Forrest ($750) 
Flathead HS 

Montana 

Cassandra Arquette ($500) 
Ed W. Clark HS 

Nevada 

James Padavic ($1250) 
Cherry Creek HS 

Colorado 

Rohit Thomas ($4000) 
Cherry Creek HS 

Colorado 

Jacob Braach ($2000) 
Flathead HS 

Montana 

Leeoz Nebat ($1000) 
Ed W. Clark HS 

Nevada 
 

 

 

 


