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Did You Recognize Your Peers ?

In Memory of Frank R. Drexel, PLS 
1925-2008

By Frank N. Drexel, PLS
Frank R. Drexel was born in Crawford, Colorado, on October 5, 1925, to Frank M. and

Grace Drexel. He was the second of three children.
He joined the Army in 1944, serving in the Signal Corp at Camp Crowder, Missouri.

He was honorably discharged in 1946. Frank attended the University of Colorado where
he met his future wife Karyl. They wed on September 14, 1947, in Boulder, Colorado.
Shortly after, they moved to Delta, Colorado, where Frank worked for the Rural Electrification Association as a
Linesman.

In 1950 they returned to Boulder where Frank worked first as an electrician then on a survey crew at Rocky
Flats. His surveying carrier started in earnest one day in 1952 when he and Karyl were shopping in downtown
Denver and came across an engineering supply store. They went in with a bank account balance of $700 and
came out with a transit, survey equipment, and a bank account balance of $0. Without much experience, he was
luckily mentored by a well established local surveyor named Jack Byron, who was happy to teach Frank the ropes
for no reason other than friendship.

Over the following 30 years after finding a passion for surveying, he and his longtime business partner Bob
Barrell built the successful engineering company Drexel Barrell & Co. Frank also held the office of Boulder Coun-
ty Surveyor for twenty years and was commissioned as a U.S. Mineral Surveyor.

Frank was an avid boater and was active in the Power Squadron, serving as commander for the Boulder Val-
ley chapter as well as for the district. He took his family to San Diego in the summers, boating on the Skinny Dip-
per along the California coast. He retired with Karyl in 1982 on the Foxfire and embarked on a two year cruise
from San Diego through the Panama Canal to Key West, Florida and back again.

In 1993, Frank and Karyl returned to Colorado, settling in Longmont. Frank enjoyed reading, watching musi-
cals, and rooting for the Denver Broncos. His expectations for life's endeavors were always at the highest level
and he sought perfection whenever possible. Frank was a generous, philanthropic soul, eager to help many who
needed a fresh start. Frank is survived by his wife, Karyl Drexel, a daughter, two sons, and 6 grandchildren.

Gaby M. Neunzert - 1985
(#1 in August issue) 

From Art Hipp’s collec-
tion of photos with a
picture of more “prom-
ising” days. I am
standing under a trian-
gulation tower near the
entry to Red Rocks
campus. The two-year
Red Rocks Surveying
Program, now gone,

was to be the entry to the four-year
Metro Program. The tower is now in the
Mines surveying field and I have a gray
beard and all gray hair.

Chic Chichester - 1978
(#2 in August issue) 

This picture was taken
about the time I started
Contract Surveyors, Ltd
(1978). This picture was
found in Art Hipp’s base-
ment when they were
cleaning out the PLSC

Files. Art liked to print a small picture
with the reports printed in Side Shots. I
was the NSPS Governor for Colorado
from PLSC. Later I was the delegate
from PLSC to the Western Federation of

Professional Surveyors. The fun part of
sharing this picture was that a few sur-
veyors have e-mail me or called me
directly.

Bill Buntrock –  1987
(#3 in August issue) 

Pull – Stick – Stuck
– Move out. This
picture was taken
more than 20 years
ago at Fort Sill,
OK, home of
Artillery – King of
Battle. There is
nothing like pulling
a chain through a
forest in woodland

camouflage while toting a M16A1
machine gun, an M17 nuclear, biologi-
cal, chemical (NBC) protective mask,
chaining pins and birth control glasses.
Today I’m licensed to practice Land Sur-
veying in Colorado, Kansas, Arizona,
Idaho and Utah along with being a Cer-
tified Field Artillery Surveyor. I’m also
the current President of the Central Col-
orado Professional Surveyors (CCPS)
and employed at V3 Companies of Col-
orado, Ltd. as a Principal / Director of
Survey Services.

Gene Kooper –  1975
(#4 in August issue) 

This photo was taken
in January, 1975 in
the frozen wasteland
otherwise known as
Nebraska. I was a
crew chief working for
a bridge engineer. He
had a contract to
design modern struc-
tures to replace
approximately 225

deficient bridges on rural roads in Lan-
caster County (Lincoln, NE area) and I
was in charge of doing the preliminary
surveys. The most valuable lesson I took
from that job was that layered wool cloth-
ing is a surveyor’s best friend in the win-
ter. I am a past president of the CCPS
and currently serve as the PLSC Execu-
tive Director in a voluntary capacity.

Do you have the courage to
show a photo from your early

days of surveying?  Then email
your best shot and a short bio to

Tom Adams at
tom_adams@Q.com




