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DISTANCE DELIVERY OF COURSES FOR 

LAND SURVEYORS 
Now it is possible to pursue or advance a career in land  
surveying via distance delivery. 
• Select courses individually or as part of the degree completion 

program. 
• Enroll year-around; take six months to complete a course.  
• Take exams close to home or work. 
• Communicate with your instructor by e-mail or telephone. 

Twelve Self-Paced DVD Lecture Courses 
 SUR 1510-4  Surveying I 
 SUR 2520-4 Surveying II 
 SUR 2530-4 Route Surveying 
 SUR 2550-3 Surveying Computations 
 SUR 3100-3 Survey Data Adjustment/Analysis I 
 SUR 3150-2 Astronomy for Surveyors 
 SUR 3220-2 Real Property Descriptions 
 SUR 3300-3 Photogrammetry 
 SUR 3540-3 Boundary Law I 
 SUR 3700-3 Geodesy I 
 SUR 4510-3 Map Projections and Coordinate Systems 
 SUR 4540-3  Boundary Law II 

On-line Course 
 COM 3615-3 Technical Writing for Surveyors and Engineers 

For more information and registration visit our web site:  
www.mscd.edu/surdd or send an email to mscd_surdd@mscd.edu 
or call Extended Campus at 303-721-1313.

Extended Campus

We were sad-
dened to hear of 
the passing of BLM 
riparian survey spe-
cialist and mentor 
to many, James A. 
Simpson.

Jim graduated from the Uni-
versity of New Mexico in 1950 
with a bachelor of science in civil 
engineering. He held a U.S. mineral 
surveyor’s license and surveyed 
many of the uranium claims in New 
Mexico as well as mineral claims 
in Oregon. In 1966, he earned his 
master’s degree in civil engineering 
from Purdue University on a teach-
ing fellowship and accepted a po-
sition at Oregon Technical Institute 
in Klamath Falls, Ore. In 1971, the 
Bureau of Land Management asked 
him to design a training program for 
Cadastral surveyors at the Universi-
ty of Portland, and in 1976 he was 
accepted for the new BLM position 
of specialist in riparian boundary 
surveys with nationwide responsi-
bilities in water boundary determi-
nations. In that position, he traveled 
extensively and testified in many 
court cases for the government. He 
is the author of many professional 
papers and publications, the last 
of which is the manual, “River and 
Lake Boundaries,” which is held in 
high regard by his fellow surveyors. 
Jim drove with his wife from King-
man, AZ to Durango and presented 
a well-attended seminar at their 
2007 Four Corners conference. His 
dedication to teaching was evident 
as he presented an 8-hour course 
at age 84.

In Memoriam
James A. 

Simpson, PE PLS


